Chordoma in a chronic pain patient.
A 60-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital with a recurrence of low back pain. She was begun on a behavior modification pain control program. Follow-up x-rays, including CT scan of the lumbosacral spine, showed a large tumor of the L3 vertebra. She subsequently underwent surgical resection of a large chordoma of the L3 vertebra and had good resolution of her back pain.